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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 August 24, 2010 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Samson, Schug, Balkema and Kramer. Also in 
attendance: Dennis Ward, Bob Gregersen, and Wally Kipp. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
A motion was made by Samson/Schug to adopt the agenda as presented.  CARRIED Samson/Schug 
moved to approve the July 27, 2010 regular meeting minutes as presented with a question concerning 
whether failed motions should be reflected in the minutes to be resolved at the September meeting.  
CARRIED   
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS: 
 
6. No zoning report this month 
7. Art reported that the Planning Commission approved Sign Art’s site plan for a contractor’s equipment 

yard and, after a Public Hearing, recommended adoption of the Flood Plain Zoning Ordinance Text 
Change.  Samson/Kramer moved to approve adoption of Ordinance #145, Flood Hazard Zoning 
Ordinance Text Amendments.  Roll Call Vote: Samson – Y; Schug – Y; Bell – Y; Kramer – Y; and 
Balkema – Y.  CARRIED  Samson/Schug moved to receive the Planning Commission report.  
CARRIED 

8. Don reported that Eaton Corporation had donated $1500 to the Fire Department to purchase earphones 
for the Polaris, a motorized vehicle that is used to access remote areas of the township.  It was 
suggested that a thank you letter be sent to Eaton’s.  Samson/Schug moved to receive the fire board 
report.  CARRIED 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a. Art was interested in reviewing Attorney Rolfe’s draft of a Medical Marijuana Act Local Control 
Ordinance. 

b. Lt. Wally Kipp presented his monthly report on calls for service in Charleston Township from the 
Sheriff’s Office and answered questions about the oil spill cleanup of the Kalamazoo River and 
how the Sheriff’s Department is handling the medical marijuana issue. 

  
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Bob Gregersen provided current information on the progress of the Kalamazoo River Valley Trail.  He 

indicated that the trail was going to follow M-96 when it finally comes through Charleston Township 
although the final plan has not been drawn.  Gregersen requested a resolution of support.  
Samson/Balkema moved to adopt an appropriate resolution of support to continue expansion of the 
Kalamazoo River Valley Trailway.  Roll Call Vote: Balkema – Y; Kramer – Y; Bell – Y; Schug – Y; 
and Samson – Y.  CARRIED  The Board was not interested in placing an ad in the newspaper in 
support of the trail. 

b. The Michigan Township Association will hold its annual Fall Regional Meeting in Kalamazoo on 
Thursday, October 21.  Any board member interested in attending should notify the clerk before 
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September 20, 2010. 
c. After a review of the history of the District Library concept for the Galesburg Memorial Library and 

discussion of the Board’s position, Samson/Balkema moved to send a letter to the Galesburg Memorial 
Library Board and a copy to the City of Galesburg indicating continued support for the concept to be 
taken to the ballot but concern about issues that have not yet been resolved such as ownership of the 
land and building  CARRIED 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran presented information from the township attorney on the potential impact of a recent Michigan Court 
of Appeals decision with respect to the existing Township Zoning Ordinance.  He also reported that 
Household Hazardous Waste collections were up 15% and that Michigan State University Extension has a 
new district coordinator, Brad Neumann. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
Year to Date receipts: $82,739.41, disbursements: $107,112.20, transfers to savings to general fund: 
($3,184.33), General fund balance: $203,480.22, Beginning balance was $231,037.34, Received since July 
Board meeting $2,371.88. Samson/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for August as received. 
CARRIED   
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS: 
 
Balkema/Samson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
CITIZENS’ TIME: 
 
Dennis Ward commented on a number of break-ins in the Fort Custer Drive area in recent months. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Linda asked for a clarification of township policy regarding charging an administration fee for cemetery 
services.  The Board does not want to charge a fee.  Fran said that the audit was ready and asked if anyone 
was interested in having a representative from Siegfried Crandall come to answer questions about the 
audit.  The Board declined.  Fran will ask the Upton Congressional Office if they have a flag available to 
replace the current outdoor township flag 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Balkema/Samson moved to adjourn at 9:07 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


